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made from time to time. " Mystic consciousness can be only 
imperfectly realized" (p. 129); the Infinite is " him " (p. 133); "the 
principle of this intuition is no other than the active intellect " (p. 
149); "freedom in man is only trying its wings " (p. 193); "practi- 
cally and definitively there is no apparition of the Absolute except in 
the human personality" (p. 218). 

The truth is that the work, though admirable as an analytic of mys- 
tic elements, abounds too much in unelaborated suggestions which, by 
their very lack of elaboration, have missed integration. The author 
has not thought through to any tangible and operative conclusions. 
Nevertheless some good points are scored, to which I can but refer 
(e. g., pp. 8, 87, 95, 1 14-18, 157, 176, 186, 274). The best of them 
possibly is the epigram, "The Absolute is person raised to the nth 
power " (p. 1 98). The positive errors are few : " objectivate " f or " objec- 
tify" (p. 15), the misspelling of Whitney's name (p. 121, note), and the 
misreading of the title of FouilleVs great work (p. 239, note). Far 
more serious are the occasional lapses into what comes perilously near 
meaninglessness : "irruption" (p. 127); the "unconditioned and 
unknowable Absolute " which yet manifests itself as " human " (pp. 
130, 131); the unmitigated individualism of mysticism (p. 143); the 
fanciful account of modesty (pp. 228 f.); and the weird natural history 
of enthusiasm, as it might be called (pp. 250 f.). Some idea of these 
defects that mar a somewhat unusual performance may be gathered 
from the following statement, which is typical : "The Absolute, 
according to the mystic hypothesis, makes answer to the appeals of 
moral Desire ; and it is the Absolute itself which is posited, by means 
of Grace, under purer and better-chosen symbols than it would have 
been possible for Freedom to have given to herself " (p. 243). The 
atmosphere of this hardly serves to sustain the modern man. He asks 
for sustenance and is given gas — after its kind. 

R. M. Wenley. 

The University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Through Nature to God. By John Fiske. Boston and New 
York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1899. Pp. xv+194. $1. 
This little book is similar in standpoint and mode of presentation 
to its predecessors, The Destiny of Man and The Idea of God, but it 
makes the impression that the author finds it increasingly easy to use 
the language of Christian theism for the expression of his thought. 
The book contains three essays, the first on " The Mystery of Evil," 
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previously published in the Atlantic Monthly; the second, "The Cosmic 
Roots of Love and Self-Sacrifice," originally delivered as the Phi Beta 
Kappa oration at Harvard, 1895 ; the third, "The Everlasting Reality 
of Religion." 

The first essay presents the familiar consideration that knowledge 
of evil is essential to the development of moral character, but supplies 
new illustrations from the general evolutionary process. The second 
essay urges, in opposition to Huxley's famous Romanes lecture, the 
argument that the cosmic process has, after all, its ethical side in spite 
of its seeming cruelty and relentless struggle for existence. Family 
life is the source of love and self-sacrifice, and this is a part of the 
cosmic process. The effect of the lengthening of infancy, which Mr. 
Fiske has previously brought to notice, is again forcibly stated. 
The third essay attempts to find in the doctrine of evolution an 
entirely new argument for theism. Starting with the general con- 
ception of life as response to environment, we find that at an early 
period of human life the soul began to put itself into relation with a 
supposed ethical world not visible to the senses. This fact is the most 
important in human development. If this "is a relation of which only 
the subjective term is real and the objective term is non-existent, it is 
something utterly without precedent in the whole history of creation." 
It would be to suppose that in this case progress was achieved, not by 
adjustment to reality, but by adjustment to non-reality. But the 
argument in this form would surely prove too much, and applied at 
various times in the past would have justified many a hard-dying 
superstition. The fact that an unseen ethical world has become a 
reality for the human mind is certainly a fact of prime importance in 
determining our theory of the mind, and hence our theory of that 
reality of which the mind is the crowning expression ; but it is too short 
and easy a method to assume that every belief valuable to human 
progress has an objective correlate. 

J. H. Tufts. 

The University of Chicago. 



Aspects of Religious and Scientific Thought. (The Eversley 
Series.) By Richard Holt Hutton. London: Macmil- 
lan & Co.; New York: The Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp. 
xi + 425. $1.50. 

The title "Aspects " indicates precisely the strength and the limita- 
tions of this book. There is no logical construction of a theological 



